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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to "Mail Preparation System". 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The examiner consider the following Information Disclosure Statement submitted on 
May 05, 2001 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Salim Kara 
(US Patent Number 5,5 1 0,992). 

As Per Claim 1: 

A mail preparation system, including: 

a postage charge dispenser configured to generate postage indicia and account for 
postage charges; 

a printer operable to print the postage indicia as generated by the postage charge 
dispenser on mail items, (Fig 1, element 19, printer/ label maker); 
a display, (Fig 1, element 13; display); 
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a controller (Fig 1, element 16; mouse) for driving the display to display a 
depiction of a postage indicium to be printed on a mail item, the depicted postage 
indicium including a plurality of data items modifiable by a user, which data items, (Fig 
6, elements 60,607,608, 609,& 60; data items) include at least one data item related to 
postage charge, (Fig 1, element 601; postage charge) and being operable to provide data 
representative of the data items to the postage charge dispenser, (Fig 6, element 601, 
postage charge); 

a data item selector operable by the user to select any one of the data items in the 
depicted postage indicium, (Fig 6, element 601; potage indicium) and cause the controller 
to drive the display to display a plurality of possible item entries for the selected data 
item; and 

an item entry selector operable by the user to select one of the possible item 
entries for the selected data item and cause the controller to drive the display to display a 
modified depiction of the postage indicium including the selected item entry for the data 
item. 

As Per Claim 2: 

Kara discloses a method and system of wherein the data item selector comprises a 
screen-pointing device, (Fig 1, element 13,15 &16; display, keyboard and mouse). 

As Per Claim 3: 

Kara discloses a method and system of wherein the screen-pointing device 
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comprises one of a mouse, a tracker ball, a touch pad or a touch screen, (Fig 1 , element 
13,15 &16; display, keyboard and mouse). 

As Per Claim 4: 

Kara discloses a method and system of wherein the item entry selector comprises 
a screen-pointing device, (Fig 1, element 13,15 &1 6; display, keyboard and mouse). 

As Per Claim 5: 

Kara discloses a method and system of wherein the screen-pointing device 
comprises one of a mouse, a tracker ball, a touch pad or a touch screen, (Fig 1, element 
13,15 &1 6; display, keyboard and mouse). 

As Per Claim 6: 

Kara discloses a method and system wherein the possible item entries for the 
selected data item are superimposed on the depiction of the postage indicium,(Fig 6, 
postage indicium). 

As Per Claims 7 and 15: 

Kara discloses a method and system wherein the data items include postage value, 
(Fig 6, element 601; postage value). 
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As Per Claims 8 and 16: 

Kara discloses a method and system wherein the data items include postage class, 
(Fig 6, element 601; postage class). 

As Per Claims 9 and 17: 

Kara discloses a method and system of wherein the data items include date, (Fig 
6, element 601; date). 

As Per Claims 10 and 18: 

Kara discloses a method and system of wherein the data items include destination 
(Fig 6, element 605; address box). 

As Per Claims 11 and 19: 

Kara discloses a method and system of wherein the destinations are represented 
on a map, (Fig 6, element 608; international destination). 

As Per Claim 12: 

Kara discloses a method and system of further including: 
a weighscale for determining the weight of mail items, the weighscale being operable to 
provide data representative of the weight of a mail item to the controller and the 
controller being configured automatically to select the postage value for the mail item 
(Fig 1, element 103; scale and weight unit). 
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As Per Claim 13: 

Kara discloses a method and system of preparing mail items, including the steps 

of: 

displaying a depiction of a postage indicium to be printed on a mail item, the depicted 
postage indicium including a plurality of data items modifiable by a user, which data 
items include at least one data item related to postage charge; 

selecting one of the data items in the depicted postage indicium to be modified; 
displaying a plurality of possible item entries for the selected data item; 

selecting one of the possible item entries for the selected data item; 

displaying a modified depiction of the postage indicium including the selected 
item entry for the data item; 

generating a postage indicium corresponding to the modified depiction of the 
postage indicium; and 

printing the postage indicium on a mail item, (Fig 6, method for preparing mail 

items). 



As Per Claim 14: 
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Kara discloses a method and system wherein the possible item entries for the 
selected data item are superimposed on the depiction of the postage indicium, (Fig 6, 
postage indicium). 

As Per Claim 20: 

Kara discloses a method and system of further including the step of: 
weighing the mail item, whereby the weight of the mail item is utilised automatically to 
select the postage value for the mail item, (Fig 1, element 103; scale and weight unit). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 21-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Asher Gil 
(US Patent Number 4,868,757). 

As Per Claim 21: 

Gil discloses a method and system preparation system for preparing batches of 
mail, the system including: 

a message transmitter operable to transmit messages relating to batches of mail to a 
remote data center; 
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a message receiver for receiving messages from the remote data center as an 
acknowledgement in reply to each transmitted message; 

a display for displaying message areas corresponding to each transmitted 
message; and 

a controller for operating the display to display the message areas with a first 
visual appearance on transmission of the respective messages to the remote data center 
and a second, different visual appearance on receipt of the respective messages from the 
remote data center, (Fig 5,displaying the interconnection in combination with mailing 
address apparatus). 

As Per Claim 22: 

Gil discloses a method and system wherein the controller includes a time-out 
function for displaying message areas with a third, different visual appearance where a 
message is not received from the remote data center within a predetermined period of 
time following transmission of the message to the remote data center, (Fig 1, element 1 ; 
electronic display screen). 

As Per Claims 23, 28 and 29: 

Gil discloses a method and system wherein the different visual appearances are 
represented by different colours, (Fig 1, element 1; electronic display screen). 



Application/Control Number: 09/867,763 
Art Unit: 3629 



Page 9 



As Per Claims 24 and 30: 

Gil discloses a method and system wherein the different visual appearances are 
represented by different shades, (Fig 1, element 1; electronic display screen). 

As Per Claims 25 and 31: 

Gil discloses a method and system wherein the different visual appearances are 
represented by different patterns, (Fig 1, element 1; electronic display screen). 

As Per Claims 26 and 32: 

Gil discloses a method and system wherein the different visual appearances are 
represented by different characters, (Fig 1 , element 1 ; electronic display screen). 
As Per Claim 27: 

Gil discloses a method and system of preparing batches of mail, the method 
including the steps of: transmitting messages relating to batches of mail to a remote data 
center; 

receiving messages from the remote data center as an acknowledgement in reply 
to the transmitted messages; and 

displaying message areas on a display corresponding to each transmitted message, 
the message areas being displayed with a first visual appearance on transmission of the 
respective messages to the remote data center and a second, different visual appearance 
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on receipt of the respective messages from the remote data center (Fig 5, displaying the 
interconnection in combination with mailing address apparatus). 



Conclusion 

Any concerns in regard to this communication, the examiner Jon Bass can be reached at 
(571) 272-6905 between the hours of 9-6pm Monday through Friday. The fax number for the 
establishment where the application is being process is (703) 872-9306. 

If an attempt to reach the examiner is unsuccessful for any reason, the examiner's immediate 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached at (571) 272-6812. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http:// pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-271-9197 (toll free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/O Technology Center 3600 
Washington, D.C. 20231 




